Volume VII 


) 
4 
. 4 


JN GOVERNMENT 


Palestine: A Threat to the Peace? 
With May 15—the date when Britain gives up her 


mandate in Palestine—coming nearer. and nearer, 
the Security Council is still far from reaching agree- 
ment on what action should be taken. The UN 
Palestine Commission, appointed by the General 
Assembly to carry out the partition plan, is respon- 
sible to the Security Council, and is awaiting fur- 
ther instructions. 


Commission’s Second Report. Under the As- 
sembly’s plan, the Commission was to set up pro- 
visional councils of government in the Jewish and 
Arab states by April 1. The Commission’s second 
report states that this will be impossible, because of 
Arab resistance and lack of cooperation on the part 
of the British. The British have maintained from 
the beginning that they will not assist in carrying 
out any plan, unless acceptable to both Jews and 
Arabs. Nor will they allow the Commission to be- 
gin operations in Palestine until May 1, two weeks 
before the date that it will be responsible for keep- 
ing law and order. 

Under these circumstances, and in view of the 
U. S. position that the Security Council cannot pro- 
vide force to implement a General Assembly recom- 
mendation, the task of the Palestine Commission 
appears almost impossible to carry out. 


Council Discussions. Meanwhile the Security 
Council has referred the question to the Big Five 
for preliminary discussion. Only France, China, the 
U. S. and Russia have participated in these conver- 
sations, since Britain refuses to have anything to do 
with implementing the plan. When the talks turned 
to possible conciliation between Jews and Arabs, 
Russia stayed away. The Soviet view is that parti- 
tion has been agreed to by the General Assembly, 
and that the plan must not be altered. The United 
States, China, and France, however, continue to look 
for some compromise solution. 


Threat to International PeaceP Will the Se- 
curity Council decide that Palestine constitutes a 
threat to international peace? No vote has yet been 
taken, but this question is known to be under seri- 
ous consideration by Security Council members. 
The UN Charter does not provide for action in case 
of civil war, unless such a war should threaten 
international peace. This interpretation might well 
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be held, since the other Arab states are indirectly 
involved, and since the entrance of Jewish immi- 
grants is more than a problem for Palestine alone. 


Speeding E.R.P. 


Events in Europe have speeded up Congressional 
action on the European Recovery Program. As 
passed by the Senate, S. 2202 differs only slightly 
from the Committee version of the bill (see Trenps, 
March 8) and retains authorization for the full 
amount. The major change is that the chartering 
of U. S. merchant ships will not be allowed. This 
will increase the shipping costs to the participating 
countries. 

The House bill is likely to be very similar to S. 2202. 
The chief danger is that aid to Greece, Turkey, and 
China will be included in the same bill—thus de- 
laying action on ERP while the need for these other 
programs is debated, confusing the purpose of the 
legislation, and probably reducing ERP funds. 


Housing Report 


Forward steps have recently been taken in connec- 
tion with enactment of a comprehensive housing pro- 
gram. The Joint Committee on Housing has sub- 
mitted a report urging various.government financial 
aids to stimulate production of from 1,250,000 to 
1,500,000 dwellings a year. The majority report in- 
cludes recommendations for slum clearance, rural 
housing assistance, and construction of 500,000 public 
housing units over a five-year period. Senator Mc- 
Carthy, vice-chairman, will submit a minority report 
opposing the public housing proposal. 

Senator Ralph W. Flanders, member of the Joint 
Committee, has introduced amendments to the Taft- 
Ellender-Wagner bill bringing it up to date and in- 
corporating the recommendations of the Housing 
Committee. Early action is anticipated in the Sen- 
ate. The biggest effort will need to be concentrated 
on the House. A move is developing for action on 
a bill introduced by Representative Charles K. 
Fletcher. This bill, companion measure to Sen. 
McCarthy’s, omits rural and public housing. 


Action Needed on D.P. Bill 


It has long seemed evident that public opinion 
throughout the country is far ahead of large elements 


in Congress on the Displaced Persons issue. We are 
now presented with a concrete, specific opportunity 
for the people to make themselves heard. 

The so-called Wiley bill, described in the last issue 
of TRENDS, is, in its present form, merely a gesture, 
and unfortunately, a discriminatory gesture at that. 
To oppose the bill at this stage, however, would be 
unrealistic. It is out of Committee, it is on the 
Senate Calendar, it may be brought to the floor of 
the Senate at any time. 

What is needed is to make sure that every Senator 
is aware of the most glaring deficiencies in the bill, 
and to secure from them maximum support for 
liberalizing amendments. 

The four most essential amendments are: 


1. Move up the “cut-off date” (i.e., the date by 
which a person must have entered Germany, Austria, 
or Italy in order to qualify under the Act) from 
December 22, 1945, to April 21, 1947 (the date on 
which the camps were closed to new arrivals). To 
leave it as it is would automatically make ineligible 
thousands of D.P.’s who fled to the camps because 
of post-war persecution. In its present form the 
provision is highly discriminatory. 

2. Eliminate the requirement that 50° of the visas 
be reserved for agricultural workers. This also gives 
disproportionate preference to one group as against 
others equally deserving and useful to our economy. 


3. Raise the number of authorizations for entry 
permissible under the Act from 50,000 per year for 
two years to at least 100,000 per year for two years. 


4. Eliminate the requirement that 50°4 of the 
visas be reserved for persons whose country has been 
“annexed by a foreign power.” (This is intended to 
mean the Baltic states and Eastern Poland, though 
the annexation of these areas has never been offi- 
cially recognized by the United States.) This again 
is a discriminatory preference which, taken together 
with the three preceding ones, virtually limits 
eligibility to agricultural workers of Baltic and East- 
ern Polish extraction and makes it practically im- 
possible for any Jewish person to qualify. 

There are at least three other important weak- 
nesses in the bill which it would be desirable to 
change: an unduly narrow definition of the family 
unit, which will bring suffering to those separated 
by the Act; a loose and ineffective administrative 
set-up, which will mean slower resettlement; and 
burdensome requirements as to proof of housing 
and employment for the D.P., which will further 
impede his entry into the U. S. 


However, it may be well to concentrate on the 
four most serious faults in the bill in the hope that 
by so doing they will be corrected. For unless 
they are, we shall have failed miserably in taking 
“our fair share” of the Displaced Persons. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION * 


European Recovery Program (S. 2202*): On 
March 13, the Senate passed the Vandenberg-Con- 
nally ERP bill by roll call vote of 69 to 17, after 
having defeated the day before the crucial Taft 
amendment to reduce the amount from $5.3 billion 
to $4 billion. The vote on the Taft amendment, 
also roll call, was 31 to 56. 

The House Foreign Affairs Committee is working 
on its own bill as we go to press. On March 17, it 
announced approval of the European Recovery Pro- 
gram section of the “combined” bill authorizing $5.3 
billions for the first year, $1 billion of which is to 
be provided in loans from Export-Import Bank. 


Immigration—Alien Husbands (H. R. 5137%*): 
On March 9th, the House Judiciary Committee re- 
ported favorably this bill to grant equal quota pref- 
erence to alien husbands of American women as is 
granted to alien wives of American men, but added 
an amendment which continues discrimination by 
requiring that the American woman’s marriage 
must have taken place prior to January 1, 1948. 


World Health Organization (H. J. Res. 161*): 
Action on the legislation to authorize U. S. mem- 
bership in this UN agency has been blocked by the 
House Rules Committee which, on March 12th, re- 
fused to send it to the House floor for debate. The 
measure passed the Senate unanimously on July 7th 


of last year and was favorably reported, again unani- 
mously, by the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
on July 17th. 


Rent Control ($. 2182): On March 16, the House 
passed S. 2182 in a completely new version from that 
passed by the Senate on February 24th. The House 
measure extends control to March 31, 1949, but trans- 
fers to local boards the federal power to raise rents 
or lift rent ceilings. The bill now goes to confer- 
ence for ironing out of differences. Conferees are 
Senators Tobey, Cain, Flanders, Taylor, Sparkman 
and Representatives Wolcott, Gamble, Smith (O.), 
Kunkel, Spence, Brown (Ga.) and Patman. 


Repeal of Margarine Tax (H. R. 4681*): House 
Agriculture Committee voted March 16th to table 
all pending margarine tax repeal bills for the re- 
mainder of the 80th Congress. Note Error in This 
Section of Trenps of March 8th. Second sentence 
should have read “The League is not supporting the 
new bill introduced by Mitchell (R., Ind.), H. R. 
5284, which would repeal .. . taxes and . . . fees on 
margarine made from domestic fats and oils.” Our 
support, as stated earlier, is for the original Mitchell 
bill H. R. 4681, and the many other identical ones 
introduced by other Congressmen and Senators. 


*Indicates League support. 


Ss 


) 


